Preface

The volume Young Minds vs. Old Questions in Linguistics is a collection of ten papers selected
from the presentations delivered at the Fourth Central European Conference in Linguistics for
Postgraduate Students (CECIL’S 4). The conference was held on 21-22 August 2014 at the
Institute of East-Central Europe in Lublin and the Institute of English of the John Paul II
Catholic University of Lublin, Poland. CECIL’S 4 covered the main areas of modern
theoretical linguistics, both in its synchronic and diachronic flavors, as well as the significant
aspects of applied linguistics, including ELT methodology. The special focus of the conference
was on languages spoken in the Central European region, and the similarities and differences
they show with respect to other languages. The conference participants presented 34 papers
altogether, including 15 talks and 19 posters. There were two plenary talks delivered by Ángel
L. Jiménez-Fernández (University of Seville, Spain) and Markus Alexander Pöchtrager
(Boğaziçi University, Turkey).
CECIL’S 4 was organized by the Institute of East-Central Europe and the Institute of
English of the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin (KUL), together with three partner
institutions: the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Pázmány Péter Catholic
University in Piliscsaba, Palacký University in Olomouc and Constantine the Philosopher
University in Nitra. We would like to express our special gratitude to Prof. Balázs Surányi of
Pázmány Péter Catholic University, the founder of CECIL’S, for having chosen Lublin as the
place to hold CECIL’S 4, and for providing invaluable guidance at various stages of the
conference organization. We are also indebted to Prof. Ludmila Veselovská of Palacký
University in Olomouc for the various forms of assistance she provided. We would like to
thank the authorities of the Institute of East-Central Europe, in particular Prof. Mirosław
Filipowicz, the Director of the Institute, and Andrzej Deryło, MA, the Deputy Director of the
Institute, for their help with the organization of the conference, as well as for their enthusiasm
and energy invested in this project. Thanks are also due to Prof. Hubert Łaszkiewicz, the Dean
of the Faculty of Humanities of the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, for his wholehearted support for this undertaking.
We are also very grateful to all the anonymous reviewers of the conference abstracts for
helping us choose the best papers to be presented at the conference. We would like to extend
special thanks to the anonymous reviewers of the submitted manuscripts, whose expertise and
critical remarks contributed to improving the quality of the papers.
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We would like to acknowledge the financial help of our sponsor, the International
Visegrad Fund. The small grant no. 11410063 awarded by the Fund made it possible to
organize CECIL’S 4 and to produce the present volume.
Last but not least, we would like to thank Nigel Byford and Elżbieta Sielanko-Byford for
having proofread this volume.
Anna Bondaruk
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